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Egg-Lay:h_g

Contest Held in the Ozark Hills.

Mountain Grove.—Doubling the egg
¥ield of the Missourl heén {8 the re
;uult sought by the Missouri State
Poultry Experiment Station in the egg
lnying contest just completed at the
jgtate farm here, and a second con-
{test which has been started.

The director of the station, under
‘whose supervision the contests are
being held, considers this resuit en-
tiroly feasible. He expects the les-
sons  learned in the contest which
closed the last day of October to have
& great Influence on tolal production
in Misgourl. The second contest,
which was started November 15, will
have far greater effort, as interest In
the first test, which extended twelve
months, spread all over the United
States and Canada.

The average hen In the United
Blates lays elghly eggs a year, The
best producer of the G666 hens In the
Missouri contest Iaid 281 eggs during
ithe year just rounded out. This hen,
& white Plymouth Rock owned by J.
AL Blokerdlke of Millersville, 111, came
within one egg of the highest record
ever made in North America, That

, In the number of eggs. In reality,
she surpassed the record holder, con-
«diton and size of the product belng
considered,

The holder of the egg record In
ICanada and the United States is a
Barred Rock hen under the care of
Frofessor Graham, at Guelph, Canada,
‘with 282 eggs (o her credit, This hen
ilaid a very small egg, with a very
poor shell, Lady Showyou., the Iil-
nois ben which eaptured such signal
honots in the Misgourl contest, lald
281 egps of full size, welghing on an
avernge a littlc more than two ounces
each, with .u good, strong shell on
each egg. Thug her performance real
Iy Is much more remurkable than that
of her Canadian cousin, or whalever
relation a Barred Rock may be to a
White Rock. \

There were 666 hens in the Missou-
ri contest, and they Iaid during the
twalvlu months of the contest 87,843
eggs, an average of glightly-more than
134 eggs per hen, This is not regard-
ed as an especially high average for
hen in a laying contest, although Di-
rector T. E. Quisenberry, in charge
of the Mouniain Grove station, says
bhe does not regard It as a bad aver-
age, congidering the promiscuous lot
of birds entered. He states that the
birds In more than a dozen pens
lacked two of three months of being
mature at the time the contest was
started; that more than half of the
peng were made up of hens and that
goveral of them contnined hens 3 and
4 vears old.

Commenting on the results Mr.
Quisenberry says: "When we consld-
ver the fact that most of these birds
(had been carelessly and promiscuous-
ily bred, with no epecial idea to In-
jcrease egg production, and came from
jall clagses of bréeders, we do not feel
‘the average oblnined was bad,

“The result of the first contest has
jnot been especlally startling, and
meither have we proven nor atlempted
to prove that any one varlety pos-
Igesses all the good gualities."

However, there were, many facts
outstanding as a result of the contest
[in referemce to the treatment and care
of the birds and the selection of strain
rather than breed in determining on
ithe birds to save for egg layers and
those to decorate the pot when the
|preacher calls.

Probably the most {mportant sug-
gostion given is that much more de-
pends on the strain or breeding of a
yvariety than on the varlety itself. In
|establishing u flock of hens for either
jcommercial egg layers or for the pur-
ipose of supplylng the household, the
ymatter of color, size and shape should
.suit Individual taste. When this ques-
‘tion of variety is determined then
jcomes the mutter of obtaining a fock
fof high producers. This I8 done by
iselection of best types and elimination
of the poorer ones. The wise poul
itryman, evén of the back yard variety,
will follow home method of pecurate-
i1y knowing just what each hen of the
‘flock is doing toward holding up the
[ﬂuak average of productlon. This
knowledge being obtained, the work
}ot bettering the flock may begin,

! The hens showing the highest pro-
|duction should be the ones always to
supply the eggs for incubatien and
ithey should be mated to the proper
males, as It is conceded that the roos-
ter hag greater effect on the charac-

up which will far exceed the average
of but eighty eges a year, which now
represents Missouri production.

Of course, after & hen of the proper
breeding bhas been produced, the duty
of the owners Is not at an end. Bhe
must be fed and cared for, She must
have thoge ratlons which go toward
be guarded,

During the progress of the experi
ment at Mountain Grove the strictest
attention was pald the matter of ra-
tion for the hens, the chief feeds be-
ing a graln mixture and a dry mash
fed in a hopper. Green feed was sup-
plisd by giving the birds “sprouted”
onts, The grain mixture was com-
poged in the following proportions:
Cracked corm, 200 pounds; wheat, 200
pounds; oats, 100 pounds. In the gec-
ond contest, just started, Mr. Quisen-
berry announces that this grain ration
will be changed. Two paris of corn
and one pari of wheat will be the
grain. mixture for the winter months
and the proportions will be reversed
during the summer months. The oats
will be eliminated from the graln ra.
tion, as the hunlls caused some litle
trouble during the contest just closed.

In the 1911-12 contest the dry mash
was composed as follows: Wheat
brain, 100 pounds; wmiddlings or
sghorts, 200 pounds, corn meal, 200
pounds; rolled or ground oats, 200
pounds; dry beef scraps, 150 pounds;
alfalfa meal, 76 pounds; gluten meal,
50 pounds; oll meal, 36 pounds; Rne
table salt, 8 pounds, and powdered
tharcoal, 25 pounds,

In the present contést the dry mash
also will be: chianged, In order to
gvercome the logs of oats in the grain
ration the oats in the dry mnsh will
be Increased from 200 to 880 pounds,
The sprouted oals ration will be con:
tinted. The dry beel contests of the
dry mash will be inereased from 160
pounds to 250 pounds, and the char
coal from 25 to 36 pounds,

The cost of these feeds will, of
courge, vary in different localitles, but
the Mountan Grove experiments were
baged on prices which Dbrought the
cost to about 11-3 cents a pound for
the grain mixtures and almots 2 cents
a pound for the dry mash,

It was the custom during the test
to feed about half a pint of the grain
ration to a pen of five hens each
morning. This was scattered fn ltter,
so the birds would bave to work for
their feed., The night feed of the
grain allowance was slightly greater,
The dry mash, being fed In happers,
was before the hens all of the time
and could be partaken of at will.

At moon each day at the rate of a
hiandful to each hen, some of the dry
magn, which had been moistened with
buttermilk or gkim milk, was fed the
flocks in treughs. This was not given
in quantities to entirely satisfy the
appetites of the hens, heing given
more to allow a varlety and to whet
the appetite. The hens uetunlly
fought over the limited ration, so
much did they desire It.

It was at thig noonday meal that
the sprouted oats were glven, Mr.
Quisenberry says the birds liked the
gprouted oats better than any class of
green [eed tried, that it was econom-
leal and couzed little trouble in prep-
aration.

No guicker check, it wons found,
could be placed on egg production
than to allow the drinking pans to be-
come dry, go there was special atten-
tion to this detall, wigter and sum-
mer., A small quantity ol perman-
ganate of potash was used In the
drinking waler to prevent colds and
diseage. A like quuntity of lipsom
salts was fed In the molstened mash
onge or twice ench month,

This, surely, Is p simple schems of
feeding, and it was found to poy hand-
gomely in resulls.

The houses used far the flocks were
eight by ten feet, divided in the cen.
ter. . Hach house had two ordinary,
stationary shutters in the front of the
structure for ventilation, it being
found that they were better than elth.
er the open front or curtain type of
gheller, even during the severesl
weather, Two window sashes were
used in front and two in the rear, the
latter under the dropping boards. A
ventilator was placed in the rear, just
benegth the eaves, BEach sectlon wasg
provided with roosts and feed hop-
pers, Likewise each section wase fit-
ted with trap nests, two styles being
used. One was g home made, wood-

\ter of the young chick than has the
,hen, Thus, by proper selection and
I breeding & flock of hens may be built

en affalr and the other a munufse-
tured metal devige. Hach was found
| satistactory.

. Stranger Caught Rifiing Mall Sack.
Sikeston.—A stranger tock a mall
{

gack from the depot af the Iron
Mountaln station, and wae rifling it
}m discovered by Stationmaster J.
{¥.; Dover. The man was overpowered
,and taken to jail
J Springfield Buffragettes to Parade.
Springfield.—Springfield membars of
'the Federated W, C, T, U, the Amer
fean Woman's Republic club and the
| Suffrage club have arranged for a big
|Jollification and demonstration parade
‘ot downtown business streets,

#Balt" Was Good.

"How did you come to buy that
‘worthless mining stook?”  "Well, you
gee, 1 thought it was all right, The
\man who sold it to me had mahogany
‘Igurniture in bis office, tall brass, cus-
ipldors and a swell rug on his floor.”
~Detroit Freo Press.
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Rushing Temporary Capitol.
Jefferson City.—The new bullding
to house the next general agsembly
untll the new capitol can be erected,
is being rushed Lo completion, so that
the outslde may be finished before the
first (reezing weather.

Missourl Hunter Killed.
Bpringfieid. — As he was climbing
over & fence shead of his companion
while hunting, Mack C. Douglass,
shipping clerk for a local wholesale
grocery company, was nccidentally

shot and killed by J. G. Corzine.

The Average Man. _

The average man will hurry to a
'veterinary when his pet dog gets
slek, but e ln wililng te rely on al
‘riost. any kind of “dope" whea he
iga’t feeling well himself, :

Judged by Written Word
“You don't know a woman untli

“enderhooks,” by Ada Leverson.

i

you Wéve had 4 lotter from her—
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BOAT LINE FINDS TRADE.

New Enterprise on Missouri River
Serves 300 Cities and Towns.

Fulton.—The Misgourl river boat
line Is now serving more than 300
cities, towns and rural communities
ulong the 408 miles of river between
Kangas City and St Louis.

None of the river boais stop at all
of these points on a singte trip, but
s the two towboats and their barges
and the packet Chester ply up and
down the river they slop al Nigger
Bend Light, Chlcken Pqint. Hellbush
Bend, Green's Bottom or some other
polats to uaload merchandise, or take
on cattle or grain as business re-
quires,

The boats are now carrylng poia-
toes and onions to Kansas City from
some of those farming communities.
Recently one of the steamers on a
down-river trip stopped at Heek-
mann's Island and took aboard forty-
nine cattle for the St. Louls market.
The names of many points alopg
the river between Kansas Clty and St,
Louis are relics of the days of French
traders, and of the American ploneers
that followed them Into the Westk
There s Craszy Bend, a distinctively
American title; Corn Island, Slaugh-
ter House Chute and a hundred oth.
ers, while the French is preserved in
L'Outre Island, Bouef Creek, Tuque
Creek, Carbonnler Bend and similar
naAmes.

SWAMP LAND LAWS URGED.

Special Agent Nolan Asks Creatlon of
Special Department.

Jefferson City.—The forthcoming
report of John H. Nolan, specinl agent
for Missouri, in swamp land reclama-
tion and levee building, which ls to
be issued obout the middle of De-
gember, will contain some valuable
suggestions and information for the
incoming general assembly.

As the waterways commission Is to
pass out of existence, and some legis-
lation is needed to continue the work
Special Agent Nolen has commenced,
advocates of swamp land drainage are
asking that a law be enncted to cre-
ate o department to look ufter this
line of work,

It 16 argned that about 4,000,000 of
the hest agricultural land of the state
can easlly be reclaimed, and many
milllons of dollars added Lo the wealth
ol Missourl by finishing the work Spe-
clal Agent Nolen has commenced,

URGE LLOYD FOR CABINET.

Missourian Suggested for Postmaster
General Under Wilson,

Washington, D. C.—Friends of Rep-
rezentative James T. Lloyd of Mis.
gourl are suggesting him for the posl-
tion of postmuster general in the Wil
gon cubinet, For years Mr. Lloyd has
been one of the nctlve members of
the committee on postoffices and post
roads, and knows the machinery of
the postal service thoroughly. His
friends belleve he Is well equipped
for the place. Incidentally his wide
political nequaintance doubtiess would
be useful from a party standpoint,
In addition to gerving as chairman of
the Democritic congregsional cam-
paign committee, Mr. Lloyd is chair-
man of the committes on accounts,
and the new patronage commnities of
the house.
—————————————

HEN LAYS 281 EGGS IN YEAR.

Record for Flve Birds Goes to Pen
of Rhode Island Reds.

Bpringfield—The first Missouri na-
tional ege-luying contest has cloged
al the stiate poultry experiment sia-
tion at Mountain Grove, the winners
belng announced. There were 656
hens in the contest, and In twelve
months they lald 87,843 eggs, or 134
eggs per hen, The pen of rose
combed Rhode Islund reds owned by
D, F. Hall of California, Mo, won
first prige. The five hens laid 1,042
eges. The best indlvdual record was
made by g white Plymouth rock owned
by J. A. Bickerdike of Millersville,
111, which laid 281 eggn In the year.

A second contest widl stare Novem.
ber 15, Seven hundred hens, repre
senting Engand, Canuda and twenty
states, have been entered.

Hurdland Bank Incorporated.
Jeflernon City.~—A certificate of in.
corporation was granted by Bank
Commissioner John E, Bwanger w
the Farmers bank of Hurdland, Knox
county. 'The stock consists of 120
shares, with a value of $100 each,

Farmer Killed in Thrasher.
Poplar Bluff.—Willls Worley, broth.
er of ¢. O. Worley, Democratic can-
didate for county asssssor in the re-
cent eleotion, was kille4 on the farm
of William Stout by being drawn loto
& thresher,

Mrs. Arthur Dudley Dies.
Fulton.—Mis, Arthur Dudley, 256
years old, member of a well known
Callaway county family, dled at her
home north of Fulton. She was a sls-
terduo-law of Dr. C. . Tincher of Ful
ton,

'”n

Few men wonld worry today over
the mistakes of yesterday if it were
not necessary to keep on paying for

s Cheap Digh. :
Hunter's stew can be composed of
apy ingredients which onn ba ob
‘thined conveniently—London Globe, |

Prez_rving Carpenters’ Tools,
T keep tools from rusting, place

“ L learn fs how, to .
X ~_asinner ani bis sin, how to love the ‘Man of No Foree., . =
. .one and hate the other—Chrigtian | He makes no frisnd woh never
R Werld. % ' - *|wmade s toa~Tennyson. | . -
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POLLY'S MESSAGE

Parrot Aots“ as Go-Between and
Unites Two Loving
Souls.

By HAROLD CARTER.
“Frank,” said Uncle Will, suppress-
ing & groan of pain as he shifted his
gouty leg wpon the sofa and sat up to
greet his fephew, “come here, you
scoundre]l. How old are you?” .
“Twenty-four, slr," answered his
nephew respeetfully.

“Twenty-four! And I was engaged
three times before 1 was twenty-four.
Confound you, sir, why the deuce
won't you ask Dorothy to marry youl!”
“Becanse | don't love her, my dear
uncle,” answered the young man.
“Love! Love! What has that got
to do with [t?" axclaimed the old man
fraselbly. “How can you help loving
every girl at your age? Confound you,
Frank, sometimes 1 think you are as
coldblooded as Ephraim over there,”
Bphraim, hearing his name spoken,
stirred In his cage, and, ralsing ong
claw, held It {n suspense, cocked his
head, and looked at his master, his
beak half open, his beady eyes spark-
ling.

“But Dorothy doesn't lilke me at all,”
sild Frank Lessing. "Be a little rea-
sonable, uncle. 1 know I am indebted to
you for my support and education and
my start In life, and all that, but how
in thunder can you expect me to marry
& girl I don't care anything about, and
who, moreover, hataa the very ground
1 walk én?™

‘I'm not going to argue with you,
alr,” shouted the old man. “But I'm
not golng to sem the Bastdale property
divided. It coat me thirty years of
work to get that plece of land te-
gather, and if you don't get married I'll
—I'll lsava it to the Home for Decayed
Parrota that I'm contemplating estab-
lishing. Bo you'd better get your
stupld heads together, for this attack
of gout s likely to be my last and I'm
going to make my wiil tomorrow un-
less I'm better.”

“Ha! ha!" ecroaked the parrot.
“Serves him right! Serves him right!
Confound your Impudence!”

“Prank, puta coverover thatbird,
that's a mood fellow,” said his uncle
pettishly. And Bphraim, thus sup-
pressed, subsided Into ellence.

Frank Lessing was the orphaned
child of & cousin of Willlam Jennings,
and the kind-hearted old merchant had
made himself responsible for hls up-
bringing. That he should marry his
daughter Darothy had been his earn-
est wish, and of lnte he had begun to
express it forcibly. But between the

“Tell Frank What?"

young people a feeling of constraint
had arlsen which was rapldly broaden-
ing into active dislike. Perhaps Doro-
thy objected to belng made the sub-
ject of such confidential negotiations.
At any rate, when Frank, who felt that
he might posaibly learn to love his
pretty cousin, proposed to her under
the promptings of his uncle, she re
turned a very decided “no.”

"How dare you think that a woman
would marry you when you asked her
to just because you were told to?" she
demanded, standing before him with
angry eyes and flaming cheeks. "“You
might as well be Ephraim. He too
saye what his master tells him to say.”

From that day they avolded each
other and Uncle Will, whose gout had
again subsided, began reluctantly to
abandon his cherished ambltion. From
that time forward he spent more and
more of his lelsure alone with the
birds, on which he seemed to pour
forth all his affection.

Perhaps it was due to the contrari-
ness of human nature, but the fact re-
maing that no sooner had Dorothy glv-
en and Frank recelved the answer to
his proposal than thelr. Interest in
each other assumed & new and unex-
pocted Smportance. Frank Lessing,
during the course of & business trip

profoundly. In spite of thelr constant
bickerings he found himself thinking of
her during all his spare moments and
very often In hours which he should
have devoted to his uncle's Interests.
1t was with happy antleipations, there
fore, that he rang the doorbell of his
uncle's house on his return, after an
absence of a couple of weeks,

than I should like you to know.'"
“How's Dorothy, unele?" asked his
nephew.

thetlec eagerness.

"She's well” he grombled.
epusin’s boudoir—"you'd better try
your fortune ngain.

Bphraim In that corner?”

friends with Ephraim?”
young man Incredulously,
cle, she never exactly seemed to care
for him, did she?"
matically to his cousin's aversion for

maids’ hurdie handicap, nnless—Oh

out of town, felt the loss of his cousin

“Hello, Frank, come In!" cried his
unole, shaking him by the hand. “Con-
found you, sir, I've misged you more

The old man leoked at him with pa.

IlBut‘
Frank"—he led hitd Into the litte
| room whicll had been fitted up as his

Now listen to me
‘and don't be n fool. Do you see

At (ke sound of his name the parrot
gave an unbasy squawk bboeath the

“Why, yes, uacte.”

“Well, be loves her now."
“What? Dorothy’s besn making
asked the
“Why, un.

He alluded diplo

the bird, which had often distressed
the old gentleman.

“She loves him now," answered his
uncle solemnly. “Yes, she can't bear
to have him out of the room nowadays
And do you know what that means
Fraok? It means that she's in the old

pshaw, Frank, try it again!"

When he was left alone Frank lifted
the cover from the cage and regarded
the parrot intently. 1t stood watching
him, its head on one side, its claw
poised, its beak half open. And ther
from its throat proceeded & most ré
markable sgentence, and one whict
Frank Lessing had never heard It say
before,

“0 Polly,"it croaked,
tell Frank—"

“Yes. Go on,” sald the young mar
sncouragingly. But the parrot only
blinked and repeated the words over
and over again.

“Go on, confound you." shouted the
young man, “Tell Frank what?"

“0, Polly, can't you tell Frank— O,
Polly, can't you tell Frank—0O Polly,
can't you tell Frank,” the parrot
croaked,

Frank Lessing turned away In dis-
gust and flung the cover over the cage.
"0 Pally, can't you tell Frank that 1
do really love him?" the parrot
squawked In shrill protest.

Frank Lessing turned as a Hght foot-
fall sounded in the hall. He strode
toward the door. Dorothy ecame in,
stopped, looked at him, and suddenly
found herself in his arms,

“Dorothy, can you—can't you—?"
Frank began, then stopped, for there
was no need to say anything more.
In fact five whols minutes had passed
before a heavy, gouty footstep near
them suddenly reemlled them to the
conscience of externals,

They sprang apart, looking at the
old gentleman guiltly—and then Doro-
thy percelved Ephraim’s cage.

“Why, uncle, whatever made you put
Ephraim In my room?" she asked
“Oaly a whim, my dear," responded
the old gentleman. "I thought perhaps
he might give Frank a message from
me. There, never mind! I'll take him
back again. But I wish you'd learn to
lilke Ephraim a little better, Dorothy.”
“Why, 1 just love Hphralm—now,"”
she answered rogulshly.

(Copyright, 1012, by W, G. Chapman.)

RELATED BY BIBLE SELLERS

Queer Things, It Appears, Are Traded

“can't you

BOYS HANDICRAFT

By A. NEELY HALL
Aather of “ Handicraft for Handy Boys" and ** Tha Bay Craftemen®

& BIRD: ARK®

A BIRD-COTTAGE:

TWO EASILY MADE BIRD HOUSES.

It Is a slmple matter to Induce the
birds to bulld thelr nests near our
homes {f we but provide sultable shel-
Aders. These must be so sltuated that
the birds will not only hove ample
protection from c¢ats and other bird en-
emies, but have the feelng ol security,
and of course the bhouses must be firm-
Iy fastened so they will wanther the se
verest of storms, If you have n back
|yard, the problem of findlng secluded
locntlons I8 an easy, one, and A gar-
den near by that will furnish seeds and
inseocts, and a fresh supply of water for
drink and bath are additional induce:
ments which will make your chances
;ur securlng bird tenants almost cer-
taln,

A common box, properly arranged, is

for the Books In Many For-
elgn Lands,

The dangera and humors of the life
of the Bible colporters—the men and
women agents of the Britlah and For-
elgn Bible soclety who sell the Serip-
tures In the seattered villages of near-
l¥ every country in the world—are
modestly recorded In the report Is-
sued & few days ago, the London Mail
ntates,
In 8outh Iadla last year a colporter
eaught sight of a tiger crossing his
path. In Burma a colporter came face
to face with n leopard. In a Peru
town a Bible seller was crusily beat-
en by fanatical opponents. In the in-
surrection in Persin a colporter was
arrested and charged with being elth-
er 4 Epy or an assassin.
On the other hand, the colportera
have experiences which relleve the
hardships of their tasks. An old wom-
an in France bought a copy because
her fancy was struck with the name
Nathansel which occurred in a chap-
ter read to her by the seller. She
thought, the name very pleasing, and
decided to propose it for a grandson
who was not yet baptlzed.

Curfous bargalns are often atruck
by these Bible sellers. Eggs are &
frequent currency. In a Roumanlan
village & colporter bartered a Bible
for a hen. It was a very excellent
hen, so he added a New Testament.
For four yards of home made liren he
disposed of another Bible, Ten eggs
and “a lump of bacon" was the price
of one Bible in a Hungarian village.
In northern Hungary a4 farmer gave
i llye pig for a large Bible. A rab-
bit wns an exchange In one Spanish
village, and o quantity of pregerved
peppers and tomatoes in snother.

An Arab woman In Fez insisted on
giving her gliver ring for a Bible, and
at a nelghboring village a Gospel was
exchanged for a pail of water for the
colporter's horse. In Korea payment
was taken in potatoes. These the
eolporter traded for rice in a market
ten miles away. The rice provided
him with food for several days. In
another village a man, too poor to pay
In coin, bartered a vine, the innsér bark
of which 18 used locally in making
ropee. In some parts of southern

bege, bread and brick sugar are ex-
changed for Bibles.

Joke That's Too Obacure for Him.

“I'm getting old, and my head isn't
working just right,” confessed the Old
Codger.  “Hers, In the paper, is a
joke copled from Life—a dalnty, glis-
tening bit of humor warranted not to
soil the most delicate fabrie—and to
save my soul I can't see the point. It
{s supposed to be a conversation be-
tween two week-end guests, One
says: ‘Would you ask our hostess to
lend me a metor? And the other re-
plies: 'Good heavens, no!'—just like
that—'Good heavens, no! I'd as soon
ask her for a plece of string!” Now,
1 know that s funny; It must be,
b'ouz t's from Life. But, although I
have read It forwards and backwards,
close to and at arm's length, burhung
if 1 can sea what the nub is. HBeyond
doubt, 1 am getting old and senile,
and should now be taken out in the
woods and shot.""—Kansns Clty Star.

No Harm Done,

Chapple—I'd just lke to know wha!
you menn by being engaged to both

Cholly and ma at onca? )
Miss Pinkie—Why, bless me! There
18 no harm done; you can't either of

you afford to marry me, you know.
Different. .
"Do yewvyote (he same ns your hus

band " 7
“1 should say not! He votee the

ige molitensd with coal oll in
_“ﬂﬂQRh o

+
0

e
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soth which covered his house,

ant.o as me

2

Brazil eggs, fowls, frult, coffee, cab- |

Just ag muech of an attraction to birds
| ing & house on which a large amount of
|'time has been epent In working out
ornamental roofs, steeples and door-
ways, but of course for the sake of ap-
pearances, a house should be of n neat
{deslgn and be carefully billt.

The bird ark shown In Fig. 1 18
one of the slmplest houges o boy can
make. A starch box, or & box of
‘about the same proportions, should be
used for this, Partillon off the Inslde
| of the box Into two comypartments, aa
|'shown In Fig, 2, and bore = hole
JAhrough each end, near one corner, for
doorways, Then pall the cover boards
to the box. You wlll notlee that the
box {8 mounted cornerwise upon |is
support; this 18 done so the adja-
cent sldes of the box will form a piteh-
'widl roof that will shed wnter readily.
The eaves of the roof nre formed by
nalling strips of the length of the roof
boards to thelr edges, and for the pro-
Jections over the ends four strips
should be cul similar to that shown in
Fig. 3, and nailed to the end edges
of the roof boards.

top of & post, prepare two blocks with
right-angled ‘“bird's mouth” cuts In
them (Fig. 4), and nall theses to the
gldes of the post. Then fasten the
box to the blocks. Urlve a short peg
Into # hole bored below each end door-
Way, for a perch stick.

To prevent cnts and squirrels from
reaching the ark, & wide, prolecting
oollar of tin or sheet fron should be
fastened around the post one foot or 80
below the top.

The bLird eottage shown In Plg. &
containg three compnrtments, The low-
er portlon may bo made out of & box
of about the slze used for the ark, but
better results will be obtained by build-
Ing the entire houss, Box boards will
be good enough materianl, Divide the
lower story of the cottage through the
center, as In Plg. 6, and fasten the sec-
ond sto@y floor to the top of the parti-
lon and side walls, Cut the roof
boards of the proper lengtha and
widthas to form projections at the eaves
and over the front, and after unalling
them to the side walla of the house,
cut the gable-end boarda to fit between
the roof boards and fasten them in
plice.

Cut the doorways in the positions
indicated In Fig. b, and fasten a perch
benenth ench. Instend of pegs, win-
dow-sash “1fte,” drawer “pulls," serew-
eyes, and many other small pleces of
hardware may be used for perches.

The bracket support for this house
g easy to muake &s you will see by
Pigs. & and 7, and on aceount of the
wide projection of the top and back
mambers, over the triangular plece, It
can be screwed or nalled to both the
under side of the house and to the
wall, thus providing a very strong
mesns of fastening,

Do not paint the Inslde of your bird
houses, but give the outside a coupla
of conts of green paint of about the
ghade generally used for flower boxzes.

If you support the house upon the
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Great Crowds# at Blackpool

Seaside Regort Impressed W. D.
Howells, Veteran Traveler as
He Was Acknowledged.

“Whenever we snld we were golng to
Blackpool,” writes W. D. Howels in
the Atlantle, "It seemed to il our Eng:
1ish friends with surprise and pleas-
ure. They asked why we were going
to Blackpool, and when we tried to
aay they laughed the more.

“We were, In fact, so high in the
soclal geale through our friendships
‘that we might mever have heard of
:nlackpm)l if 1t had not been for one
of the most liberal of our acqualnt-
‘ances who had noted some years be
fore our interest In the popular erowd
at Linndudno, and told us we cought
‘to see Blackpool

“He tried to-enlighten our dense
wsuperlority by explaining that Black-
| .pool was the seaside resort beyond
Liverpool of the whole cotton spin
ning and iron castlng country, and
that masters and men alike thronged
it in the season, and masters lavished
their gains and the men thelr earnings
in one mad month or wild weak of un-
atinted gnyety. .

“Refore this fn writlng of English
things I have had occasion to Intimate
that many of them afforded exercise
for that modesty which is always real-
1y the heart of American brag, Wheth-
er the meale in England is so small
‘generally that any variation from it
gooma prodiglous or whether the
things ave really great, T am not ready
to say, but fo that little {sland there
‘are certainly things that impress one
fap great,

“London, for example, unguestion-
ably outdoes nny city of ours, New
York is a large town, but New York,
except for her high grade of intelll
gence, could easlly be lost in London.
The only thing Ih which we excel Eng:
fand beyond parallel and peradventure
is the spectaculir purity of our mu-
nielpal admintstrations and our free-
dom from graft In clvic affairs

“If you come, however, to Bome
thing Iike the crowd on the prom-
enade at Blackpool, you have atveral
other English crowds (o compare It
with, You have the crowds at Folke-
stone, ut Margate, at Brighton, which.
although they arve vastly smaller, are
so mueh larger than dny Americun
wenslde crowds that there ls no talking
in the same broath except of Atlantic
‘Oity alona at Baster time.

“If you are there then, &t that point

Multitude That Flocked to English

where the myriade of the Board Walk
thicken for n consclous moment under
the eye of the camera scanning It for
a postal card photograph, you can
have some notion of the crowd forever
writhing, forever worming, squitelng
up nnd down at Blackpool.

“Dreadful enough to look at the
mammoth mass became terrible msen
you fuged vyoursell In Its bulk. It
seemed the same In bulk by night and
by day; it must bave slept some time,
perhaps not In bulle but in detall, each
atom that sank away to slumber &
placed by another atom fresh for the
vigil; of If it slept in bulk It was In
some somnambulent sort, with the
sense of a bad dream, o writhing and
twisting nlghtmnare.

“It was always awlul to look upon,
but awfullest at high noon, when it
had swollen to Its hugest and was
imaginably famishing for lunch with
the hunger of some consuming Insect
horde, Possibly 1 am exaggerating In
the impreasion I am trylng to give of
the Rlackpool erowd. Doubtless any
bappy couple, near wed or newly wed,
of those that sbounded in the mass
could prove me grotesquely mistaken,
if not wilfully false. They could say
that they had the time of thelr lves
that day at Blackpool and could ask
nothing better thun to repeat thelir
transport.”

Btory Telling Game.

An interesting game and one that
demands ingenuity from a hostess con-
pists In making an interesting collec-
tion of pletures from [llustrated
magazines or plcture postenrds, These
are selected with a view to telling a
definite story, though the plotures
need not necessarlly be connected or
taken from the same source.

The larger these lllustrations are
the better. They should be elipped
or pasted on to big shests of brown
paper, which ean be spread out om
tables [astened by long pleces of
string or ribbon to ordinnry picture
books or placed on screens,

The players are asked to exumise
these and then to set to work to wenve

story of mo® more than £50 words,

eh will be brilliuntly illustented by
tlhe pletures, The stories may other

told or written, and WAy Humbes
ofl people may select the a norles,
In this eage the firat prize |8 ;
allotted by votes, everybody giving
opinlon as to the cleverest work. =
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